the undergraduate programme is only a preparation for eventual specialization all those wishing to become specialists have to have postgraduate training. The second aspect is that as! new specialities emerge we should simultaneously develop training programmes for them. Unless we do both of these things we will not be self sufficient in meeting all the health needs of the country. At present there are only a handfull of institutions where postgraduate training is being done while the number of applicants for the limited number of seats is getting higher and higher. Some institutions have tried to acconthioate the increasing number of applicants by taking more trainees in the existing programmes without a parallel expansion of training facilities. This is having a damaging effect on the quality of the training. One way of decreasing this load on the extisting training institutions is to have part of the training done in smaller peripheral hospitals. Such a move will have the added benefit of providing training in different working conditions. Yet another repercussion of expanding knowledge is that large parts of what is believed correct today will be proven wrong in a decade and will be replaced by new facts. What can be done to facilitate this process of unlearning and re4earning. The answer is firstly to inculcate the habit of self learning in the medical graduate. The undergraduate programme must deliberately and actively train the students in assuming responsibility of learning on their own. There is very heavy emphasis in our educational system on learning by rote. This habit is further reinforced by examinations which are based on recall of information. These learning habits do not prepare a student to adjust to changing facts. To keep up with current developments requires unlearning some things and adding some other. A very open mind is needed to do this re-learning. It also requires a constant effort to keep abreast of current developments. The undergraduate curriculum must be designed to encourage the students to develop a critical open mind which can evaluate new information to be learnt. The present emphasis on didactic coverage of courses and selective reading does not provide them the training needed to meet the challenges of the future. Another thing that Medical Educators have to do to meet the challenge of new information is to initiate and develop a comprehensive Continuing Education/training programme for all levels of health workers. Pakistan Medical Association and its members are the opinion makers in matters relating to the profession. They are also the ones most concerned about the future of the profession and are its watchdog. Medical Educators can not do any of the things outlined above unless they have the support of the profession.
